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 World Day of Prayer Worship Service
Prepared by the WDP Committee of Zimbabwe

March 6, 2020

“Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk”

Orientation
Please note that it is important to do preparations before the day of the program.

Preparation Notes
Worship Space

Prepare a table with fabrics that display the colors of the Zimbabwean flag (green, yellow, red, black, and white). Drape all fabrics on the table so they touch the floor—to symbolize unity. Place a flame lily, the national flower of Zimbabwe, on the altar table, and any of the pictures or objects below. Flame lily means full of glory.
Look for pictures or objects that can represent the country and its peoples, for example: 

· coat of arms, flag, map;
· musical instruments—hand rattles, drums, marimba, mbira, tambourine, saxophone; 

· crafts—reed or sisal mats, clay pots, beads, reed baskets, winnowing baskets, duri (pounding pot), guyo (grinding stone);

· indigenous food—maize (staple food), sorghum, mufushwa (dried vegetables), okra, madora (mopane worms), groundnuts, sweet potatoes, wild fruits, rice, mushroom, wheat and beans;
· WDP Zimbabwe artwork.
Commitment Activity and Offering

Prepare a small reed or sisal mat that participants will take home after the service, and a larger mat for the altar. Provide index cards and pencils for worship participants to write down their own commitments to act in love, peace and reconciliation. Choose the appropriate way to distribute the cards before the service, and the mats when participants are leaving. 
Prepare separated baskets to collect the cards and the money during the offering. The ushers who collect the cards should place them over the mat at the altar before the offering prayer. After the service, the local organizers may collect the cards. If applicable, some of the commitments may be included in their report to their WDP country committee.
Zimbabwe Culture

If possible, create an opportunity for people attending the service to learn more about the country. You may decide to play a slide show, Zimbabwean music, or showcase some diverse cultural food, like a glass of maheu (fermented loose porridge), cooked groundnuts and sweet potatoes.
Letter from Zimbabwe

Before the service, prepare a creative Letter from Zimbabwe. The letter is a summary about life in Zimbabwe. Consider preparing a small skit, like a postal carrier delivering a letter to a group of people, and some take turns reading the letter to the group. The skit ends with the group inviting the congregation to say Amen.

Program Notes
Welcome

Before the celebrations, serve everyone entering a glass of water from a clay pot. To give a glass of water to a visitor is a welcoming gesture in most cultures in Zimbabwe. In most rural areas, water is stored in clay pots to keep it cool. 

Worship Service Opening

Choose three leaders to enter in the procession together with three girls. The leaders will carry the Bible and the mat to the altar table. The third one will guide the girls to light the candles.
The three young girls should wear the colors below to represent love, peace and reconciliation. Each one may carry a placard with the meaning of the color she is wearing. If possible, place three candles at the altar matching the colors with each girl’s dress: red (represents love), white (represents peace) and yellow (represents reconciliation).
Bible Passage Interpretation
The main Bible text (John 5:2–9a) is related to the theme, and it is developed in the Bible Study component of the resource packet. The Worship Service includes a session from this Bible Study. A skit can be planned for the Bible story—women and children should be represented at the Sheep Gate pool. The introduction to the meditation can be read by the ones who will do the play.
Meditation Activities

A meditation activity with three questions is written into the Worship Service.

An alternative to the three question activity is a skit based on Jesus’ words “Do you want to be made well?” and “Rise! Take your mat and walk.” Bring the story alive in your own context, highlighting the actions toward love, peace and reconciliation in the family, workplace, church, community or nation.

To conclude the meditation time, the leader may invite participants to briefly share their conversations, and then write down on the cards their commitments to support the community with actions towards love, peace and reconciliation. The cards will be collected during the offering. The usher should place them over the larger mat at the altar. 
Worship Service
Entrance
When everyone is seated, a procession of the leaders enters while the participants sing Jesu I dwala (Jesus Is the Rock). Words and music by Mrs. Evans V Mtombeni. Used by permission.
Leader 1 walks with a Bible to the altar table and leaves the Bible open on John 5:2–9.

Leader 2 takes the reed or sisal mat and lays it on the altar.

Leader 3 guides the girls to light the three candles representing love, peace and reconciliation. The leader may hold the placard while each girl lights the candle.
Welcome and Greetings
Leader 1: The women of the World Day of Prayer Zimbabwe Committee invite you to this celebration. World Day of Prayer is celebrated all over Zimbabwe by many Christian churches, universities, organizations and schools. 
The peoples from the land of Zimbabwe welcome you. Zimbabwe means house of stones. We greet you in the language of the Shona people—Kwaziwai! (kwuz-WHY), and in language of the Ndebele people—Salibonani! (sah-li-bo-NA-nee). In English, we all say hello. Let’s greet one another. (Give a short time for greetings.)

Song: Jesus We Are Here (Jesu tawa pano). Words and music © 1990, 1996 Patrick Matsikenyiri, admin. General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusik. Used by permission. 
Prayer of Praise
Leader 1: God of peace and freedom, we welcome you in our midst. 
Leader 2: We praise you for your love which surpasses all understanding. 
Leader 3: We praise you for who you are now and forever. 
All: You are an amazing God.
Leader 1: Creator God, we praise you for the natural resources we are called to care for, like the vegetation, minerals, big animals, waterfalls and forests of Zimbabwe.
All: You are a gracious God.
Leader 2: Jesus, we praise you for the gift of respect, the dignity of human life, the love for one another, and for the friendliness of Zimbabwe’s hardworking people.

All: You are the Bread of life.
Leader 3: Holy Spirit, we praise you for enabling us to gather in worship in Zimbabwe and around the world.
All: You are the Spirit of truth to unify us in prayers and action.
Song: Holy Holy. Hymn book from the Roman Catholic Church, Permission given by the General Secretary Father Frederick Chiromba.
Prayer of Confession
Leader 2: Merciful God, we come before you as a nation, recognizing that we need a change,
Leader 3: We have sinned against you and our sisters and brothers through our negligent words and actions, 
Leader 1: We have disobeyed you and done things that we should not have done,
All: We confess our wrongdoings and ask you for courage to change. With your forgiveness, in your grace, hear our prayer.
Leader 2: We see women and children suffering in poverty, hunger and violence.
All: Grant us compassion to help those who are suffering.
Leader 1: There is lack of integrity in our lives. We fail to love and to unite those who are divided for reasons of ethnicity, language or political views.
All: Forgive us, and heal our hearts and minds. 
Leader 3: Jesus asks you: “Do you want to be made well?”
All: We use so many excuses to avoid changes. Have mercy on us and sustain our searching for healing and forgiveness. In your grace, listen to us. 
Leader 2: Let us have a moment for personal silent prayer of confession. (Brief silent moment.)
Leader 2: “Give thanks for God is good, for God’s steadfast love endures forever. Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times” (Psalm 106: 1, 3). 

Song: Zadzisai Chirevo (Fulfill Your Promise). Nziyo Dzemethodist Neminamato Shona Hymn Book, Copyright © 2005 The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe. Used by permission.
A Letter from Zimbabwe
Friends, in the path for justice, let us reflect and place before God our stories for the world. Our people are diverse and have a long history. From the Great Zimbabwe Empire to today, there are many stories to tell. We have fought for independence from the colonial power, then for the formation of a national government led by leaders of the majority of the population. However, we faced political violence during past national elections. Efforts to bring all sides into a process of truth and reconciliation are taking longer than most of the people had hoped. The traumas imposed by the armed conflict are still affecting Zimbabwe society. 
Since 2017, the country has been going through changes in government. People, ecumenical organizations and churches are actively raising awareness for a peaceful transition. The 2018 national election saw a great number of young people and first-time voters. And peacefully, we went to the polls, even though tensions were still present afterwards. We continue praying and educating ourselves to be peace builders, and standing for reconciliation in our land. 

We recognize that there is unemployment in our communities. We have difficulty providing for our families. Many of the households in the rural area are headed by women, who have nothing to feed their families. The husbands have moved away to search for jobs in towns and mines, while the young men and women migrated to find work in the neighbouring countries and all over the world. Zimbabweans in the diaspora have also faced the global antimigrant sentiment, which has made their lives more difficult. 
We hear so many bad things about our country, but we can change this and be proud to be Zimbabweans. We value the community-based culture and our closely knit families, even though individualism and domestic violence affects our families. Awareness and lobbying for gender equality have increased, and there are laws to protect women against gender-based violence.
Mostly by themselves, women look after their children with special needs and disabilities. The access to schools for autistic children is very limited. On the other side, many families are headed by children who have lost their parents to HIV and Aids.
There are so many among us who live in need of social assistance. We expect the improvement of social services and more opportunities for training, education and sustainable economic development. 

We say that the majority of the Zimbabwe population is Christian, and we are always praying for the integrity of our churches and our country. 
As Christian women we want to do more, like our predecessors. They had a strong sense of identification with the needs of women and children. By the grace of God, we are working hard to follow their path.
“The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom and their tongues speak justice” (Psalm 37:30).
All: Amen.
Song: Uyai mweya wakachna (Come, Holy Spirit). Words and music © 1996 Patrick Matsikenyiri, admin General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusik. Used by permission. 
Meditation 
Bible Reading: John 5:2–9a. 
Jesus had gone to Jerusalem during the festival of the Jews. The scenery of the story is well described in John 5. There was a pool by the Sheep Gate where people with different illnesses went for healing. The people by the pool believed that healing was in the water; hence, the man in the story would expect his healing from the water. As he was unable to get into the stirred water by himself, he could not see how he would be healed. So, he waited on his mat for the next opportunity. What does this encounter say about the man? The man of the story seemed a lone person; he had nobody to help him get healed. He sounded stagnant and powerless. Maybe, that was what led Jesus to ask him a life-changing question: “Do you want to be made well?”
What does this encounter say about Jesus? Jesus acted with compassion, love, understanding and caring. Jesus, in his humanity, could identify himself with human suffering. Jesus in his humbleness could listen to the man without judging his excuses. Jesus gave the man a chance.

What does this encounter tell us about God? Jesus used three action verbs to enable the man, who had been sick for 38 years, to experience God’s love: “Rise! Take your mat and walk.” The dialogue between Jesus and that man may take us beyond the physical healing. The action verbs suggest that we should not be afraid to act on the word of God. God is offering us the steps for personal and social transformation. 

How do we view the story through Jesus’ eyes? The miracle and transformation in the Bible story are symbolized by the mat. The mat was the place the man laid down with his excuses, even though he was searching for healing. After the encounter with Jesus, the mat became a reminder of this healing. 

Jesus empowers us to be made well by doing something for the transformation that God is offering—to rise and take up our mat, whatever that may be for us, and walk. Jesus empowers us to choose to be healed, to be made whole, perhaps physically, mentally, spiritually, and socially. When we are made whole, we are reconciled to God, to ourselves, and to our community. When we are reconciled, we can truly love, and when we truly love, we are able to walk toward peace. So, “Rise! Take your mat and walk.”
If possible, reflect on the following questions with the person next to you: 

1. What is the context that you or your community live in that needs to hear Jesus’ life-changing question—“Do you want to be made well?” 

2. What are the obstacles or excuses that are not allowing for transformation? 

3. What does “Rise! Take your mat and walk” mean in your context? 

To conclude this meditation, write down your commitments on the cards to support the communities with actions towards love, peace and reconciliation. The cards will be collected during the offering. 

Song: Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk. Words and music by Sylvia Marowa, ©WDPIC. Composed for WDP 2020 Zimbabwe program. Used by permission.
Words of Commitment 
Leader 2: Let us experience the empowering energy of the dialogue between the sick man and Jesus. I invite you to have your heads down and shoulders hanging.

Leader 1: Jesus asks us: “Do you want to be made well?”
All: Yes! Yes!

Leader 2: Then Jesus says: “Rise! Take your mat and walk!” (All stand up and take some steps in the same place.)
Girl (wearing red): God is love. Let us rise with our hearts full of love! 
Girl (wearing white): Jesus is the Prince of Peace. Let us take up our mats for peace among us! (All take the cards with the written commitments)
Girl (wearing yellow): God made all things new. In Christ we are reconciled to God. Let us walk towards reconciliation! Let us walk towards a new life— a life of reconciliation.

All: Amen! Halleluiah! 

Leader 3: As you have heard Jesus’ life-changing question, and are willing to “Rise! Take your mat and walk,” we invite you to offer your commitments and donations to support the communities as actions of love, peace and reconciliation. 
Offering
Choose a familiar song, and conclude the moment with a prayer for the commitments and offering. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession
Reader 1: Let us join together with all the provinces in Zimbabwe and around the world to give thanks to God. Let us rise and walk in Jesus’ unconditional love. 
All: From our corner of the world, we rise and walk.
Reader 2: We pray that you continue to bless us with the gift of life and protection, the good rains and fertile soil that give us food.

All: We are caretakers of God’s creation.
Reader 3: We lament for our brothers and sisters who had to migrate to other countries. We ask you to protect them and give them good health.

All: Help us learn to love one another.
Reader 4: We intercede for the communities and women around the world who live in fear of violence in their families and in the nation.

All: Give us wisdom and grace to be peacemakers.
Reader 5: We thank you for the courageous and hardworking pioneer women of World Day of Prayer Zimbabwe, who taught the communities to pray, love and forgive.
All: May we carry on the legacy of courageous women in our communities.
Reader 6: Let us be united by praying together the Lord’s Prayer.
All: Our Father, who art in heaven…
Benediction
Leader 1: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9).
Leader 2: Go in peace to serve the world in the name of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

Leader 3: “Rise! Take your mat and walk!”
All: Amen. 
Closing Song
Choose a familiar fellowship song. If possible, each participant will pick up a small reed or sisal mat to take home as a symbol of the service and their commitments.
This material is part of the worship service and educational resource for the
2020 WDP annual celebration.

For further information, please, contact:

World Day of Prayer International Committee

475 Riverside Drive Room 729

New York, NY. 10115. USA

admin@worlddayofprayer.net - http://worlddayofprayer.net
Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and are used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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